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DIARY of EVENTS *

DECEMBER
Tues 1

Wed 2
Thurs 3
Fri4

Sat 5

Sun 6

JANUARY

Afternoon Fellowship Sun 3
Christmas Lunch 12.30
Prayer Group 7.30 Wed 6
Choir 7.30
Christmas Tree ‘Party’ Sun 10
7.00
Quest Christmas Party
3.00
Mon 11
2nd Sunday in Advent

Wed 9

Sun 13

Morning Service and Wed 13
Quest/Next Clubs11.00 Sat 16
Evening Service 6.30
Prayer Group 7.30
Sun 17
3rd Sunday in Advent

Wed 16
Sat 17

Sun 20

Morning Service and Mon 18
Quest/Next Clubs 11.00 Tues 19
Carols on the Steps 7.00

Prayer Group 7.30 Wed 20
Holiday Club Reunion 3.0Churs 21
(earlier for leaders) Sat 23

Christingle Service 5.30

4th Sunday in Advent Sun 24

Wed 23
Thurs 24

Fri 25

Sun 27

Nativity Service 11.00
Candlelit Service 6.30 Wed 27
Prayer Group 7.30 Thurs 28
Christmas Eve Service 7.00
Watchnight Service Sun 31
11.00 (pm)
Christmas Day Service
10.30

Morning Service 11.00
Evening Service 6.30
Prayer Group 7.30

“Souper Sunday”

Morning Service and
Quest Clubs 11.00
Evening Service 6.30
Finance Group 7.30
Fabric Group 7.30
Prayer Group

Friends International
Conference 10.00-4.00

Morning Service 11.00
Evening Service 6.30
Congregational Board 7.30
Afternoon Fellowship
Burns Lunch 12.30
Prayer Group
ALPHA Course starts
Kirk Session Conference
10.00-4.00

Morning Service 11.00

Evening Service 6.30
Praise & Prayer 7.30

ALPHA Course wk 2

Morning Service 11.00
Evening Service 6.30

Morning Service 11.00 *See weekly notice sheets for other
Evening Service 6.30  regular meetings and events

(with members from
St Catherine’s Argyle)
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Why did God first give the Good News of the birth of Jesus to
shepherds in the fields? Why not to carpenters at a workbench, or
bakers in a kitchen, or millers in a flour mill? Well, several suggestions
are posited but surely one explanation lies in...Luke 2:17 where the
text says, “they spread the word concerning what had been tol d
them about this child.” Shepherds in Luke’s day were best placed to
spread news. They were a nomadic people of no fixed abode who
wandered from pasture to pasture, from lowland to highland, across
the countryside and hillside from south to north. And as they travelled
they carried news from one village to another. And with their income
patchy and their work seasonal they often sought a little return of food
or a few essentials in exchange for news and stories. They were, if
you like, the poor man’s daily newspaper and gossip column. If you
were a humble person of no means and you wanted to get a message
across to the villages you sought an interview with a shepherd.

While Humble Shepherds Watched their Flocks

| believe God gave the message to the shepherds because he wants it
to be spread and shared with others! Luke will, in his Gospel, recall
Jesus sending out the 12 (ch9) and the 72 (ch10) and recall the
challenge to go to the nations (ch24v47). Later in the Acts of the
Apostles, he will trace the spread of this Good News across the known
world. But in comparing the Apostles in Acts with the Shepherds in the
Gospel one thing stands out. In the Gospel we read that people on
hearing the Shepherds were “amazed” but in the Acts of the Apostles
we read that people were “amazed and they believed.” The Apostles
were more effective in bringing people to faith! Why should this be |
ask?

Well | believe, among other factors, it was a simple matter of integrity
and credibility. Shepherds were notorious for spinning tales and

embellishing stories to the extent that people didn’t always take them
seriously. When travelling from village to village they sometimes had



“bad news days” in the sense that there wasn’'t much in the way of
news, so sometimes invented stories, or embellished ones they had,
in order to get an audience. People had come to expect this! So much
so that a Shepherd's testimony in a court of law was deemed invalid.
Their dealing in fables and myths was at the cost of their credibility. In
contrast, the Apostles carried no such reputation. Though many were
uneducated they were convincing and credible witnesses for Jesus
Christ. Luke, himself, opens his Gospel account with the assurance
that he has investigated everything carefully (ch1v3), and is convinced
of the truthfulness of the Good News of Jesus Christ.

In conclusion three things stand out. Firstly, the Good News of Jesus
is for the spreading and the sharing and to this end we commit our
Christmas programme, details of which are found within, and again to
this end, we enter the New Year aware of our calling to go and tell
others.

Secondly, the Good News needs to be carried with credibility and
deep integrity. The Church has always suffered at the hands of those
who question its message and its messengers, but the best answer is
to be people who through honesty and credibility carry the Good News
in a way that enables us to be taken seriously, remembering that we
live in a world where everyday seems to be a bad news day!

But, thirdly, and surely of importance is the fact that the Acts of the
Apostles are accounts of people empowered and beautified by the
Spirit of God, and here | believe we find the key to credible Christian
living that enables our message to be taken seriously. Christmas is
the coming of the Good News but Pentecost is the enabling of that
Good News to be spread, we need both!

Have a Christ-filled Christmas and a Hope-filled New Year.

Warm Regards
Sam
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Sunday 13 December

1lam Morning service
Do they know it's Christmas?
7pm Carols on the Steps

Saturday 19 December

Holiday Club (for p1-7, please
call to book)

5.30pm Christingle Service

Sunday 20 December
11am Nativity service
Peace on Earth
6.30pm Candlelit Service

Thursday 24 December
7 pm Christmas Eve Service
O Holy Night
11.30pm Watchnight Service
With carols from 11.15 pm

Friday 25 December
10.30 am Christmas Day Celebration
A wean in a manger
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Cards for Charity

Helen Smart’s beautiful paintin@arclay Church in Winterhas been
printed on to cards to be sold in aid of Barclay Viewforth Church and

HALE (Health and Life for Everyone).

The cards can be purchased as a pack of 5 for £4.50 or as snagle ca
for £1.50 from One World is Enough, 48 Home Street, Tollcross. If
you have not seen the painting, see the posters in the PillaiMdad
information from Colin and Cathy Campbell.




Christmas Tree Party — Friday 4 December - 7pm

*######***###2

Come along and help to decorate the trees in the Church*d
Pillar Hall and decorate the lower halls, ready for the Que*
Clubs Christmas party the following day. All are welcome!

* Join us for mulled wine and mince pies after a carol or 2 i
the sanctuary.
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Mrs Ina Woodburn (member), Eildon Nursing Home 15 January
Mrs Dorothy Hulford (member), Homeroyal House 18 January
Mrs Isa Morrison (member), Gilmerton Nursing Home 5 May
Mr Joseph Rosenheim, Merchiston Place 3 June
Mr David Suttie, Merchiston Place 10 July
Mr Alexander Webster, Ashley Terrace 13 July
Miss Marlene Murchie (elder), Panmure Place 21 August
Mr Francis Drysdale (funeral at Warriston) 18 September
Mr Arthur Leslie (member), Howe Park 3 September
Mr Peter Scott, Bruntsfield Terrace 8 October
Mrs Doreen Deas (member), Whitehouse Loan 15 October
Mrs Isabella Bradley (funeral at Warriston) 21 October
Miss Eleanor Clouston (member), Dundee Street 30 October

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life, whoever

believes in me will live even though he dies, and whoever lives

and believes in me shall never die” John 11v26




Opportunities to serve:

We usually like to provide Christmas refreshments before or after
our Christmas services (with the exception of Christmas Day). As we
have more services this year it would be great if one or 2 people
could take responsibility for organising this for each of the following
services:

Sunday 20th 6.30pm after Carols by Candlelight
Thursday 24th 7.00pm after Christmas Eve service
Thursday 24th 11.00pm before the watchnight service
(which starts at 11.30)
Sunday 27th 6.30pm  after the joint service with St

Catherine’s Argyle (at Barclay Viewforth)

Serving of tea/coffee/mulled wine/cold drinks/mince pies/shortbread/
cakes/etc. is particularly important at this time of year as this gives
us the opportunity to meet and chat to people who might not come
to church at other times of year.

If you can help out on any of these dates, please contact the church
office as soon as possible.

Help needed!

The Barclay Viewforth Alpha course is coming soon. This is a gre
opportunity to share the Gospel with people who don’t normally ¢
to church. In order to run the course we need people to help.

Would you be willing to:
Cook a meal for 12
Wash dishes
Pray
Hand out invitations

Alpha starts on January 24 if you are willing to help with any of th
above please contact Mairi Lucas mlucas@merchiston.co.uk
Tel 441 5784. Many thanks.
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Some of you may remember the
s o U P E R jingle which was featured as an
Fha Chunch of Scefiond HIV . ADE Praject advert for a certain brand of soup . "
S U N D """-Y It's a ----- Super Day, ----- Super
'\ Day, ----- Super Day, Super Day -"
ity - L gy - Come to Barclay Viewforth on 10 .

I o 0 I I o 01.10 and make it a 'Church Souper
. . Day' !!

We will be joining other congregations across Scotland for this venture
which seeks to raise funds for the Church of Scotland HIV/AIDS
Project. The service will be led by members of the congregation and
will use materials produced by the Church of Scotland which focus on
the problems faced by HIV sufferers throughout the world, what can
be done to help and giving thanks for what has already been
achieved.

The Service will be followed by a Soup and Bread Lunch ( replacing
our normal Church Lunch) prepared by volunteers at which there will
be opportunity to raise funds for the project. The day will be
coordinated by the National / International Team, but as our numbers
are very small, we are looking for volunteers to prepare home-made
soup, to serve it and clear up afterwards.

In addition, we are looking for anyone who is interested in participating
in the Services ( both morning and evening). Anybody willing to help
in any way please speak to me as soon as possible.

Helen Miller ( 0131 449 4470 hmpmiller@madasafish.com )

Sunday Morning Creche

Barclay Viewforth creche is growing fast, with adorable babies and
toddlers requiring to be entertained during the service, allowing their
parents a period of tranquillity to enjoy the worship.

If you would like to spend an hour providing this much needed
service, please contact the church office as soon as possible, so
that the necessary disclosure paperwork can be completed before
the new year.
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wasnt enthusiastic about being there
on my own but it wasn't a problem.
Everyone was so friendly and relaxed.
The early morning prayer time was a
wonderful way to start the day. Sam’s
preaching on the Sunday was inspired —
the most meaningful Communion I've
ever experienced."

"My activities consisted

of Archery alongside

Mairi Gordon and Pitch
and Putt alongside Sylvia
Robertson. The par 3 holes
turned into multiple
bogies!"

"The local river was very full and cascaded dowa th
boulders."

B# 1

"I look forward to the next one!"

13
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789/117:

Does God Exist?

Does God really heal today? Why is there so much
suffering in the world? Who is Jesus? How can | be sure
of my faith? Who is the Holy Spirit? What is the point in
life? Is there life after death?

In January we will be running the Alpha course where
people can openly explore faith, spirituality and the
meaning of life. The course runs for 10 weeks and
includes a meal, a talk and an informal discussion.

For more information contact Tel 229 6810
www.barclayviewforth.org.uk
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Mairi Gordon had a few people scratching their heads at Lendrick Muir
over this bible quiz. She has decided to open the quiz to everybody,
so here is your chance to gain the prize!

Mairi will reveal the correct answers on the evening of Sunday 6
December, and award the prize (and the booby prize!) then. Please
bring back your answers then, or hand them in to the church office by
Friday 4 December.

CoNoOoGhRWNE

BIBLE QUIZ

Going out (as in the second book of the Bible).

Native of Athens.

Alternative, we hear, to reverential wonder.

Well as far as the second gospel — 2, 2, 3, 4.

Cordial monk.

Made brighter or happier — 5, 2.

The meek also shall ___ their joy to the Lord (Isaiah 29).
"And the mannawas " (Numbers 11) 2, 9, 4.

Wave lan must avoid.

Dry weather reported on loch.

Christian soldiers — 9, 4.

Kirk in which the royal family worship in Scotland.

He will show you a large ____ furnished and prepared (Mark
14) 5, 4.

Let the God of my __ be exalted (Psalm 18).

Principal church of a diocese.

Farewell to the French.

Old ___ is a famous tune to Psalm 100.

“If a soul shall sin through ___ against any of the command-
ments’.

Expected to come down in Canaan — 8, 4.

Original plot — 6, 2, 4.

Ancient once — 3, 4.

And he spake also a ____ unto them (Luke 5).

Main artery of the body.

When great __ was throughout all the land (Luke 4).

15



25. They __ afast before the Lord (Jer 36).
26. Land that sounds like part of a church.
27. Traditional place of worship in Moscow perhaps — 8, 6.
28. Literary star.
29. Part of the body requested by military miners.
30. More mature fruit.
31. Book's truthful comment.
32. What is the shortest chapter in the Bible?
33. What is the longest chapter in the Bible?
34. What is the centre chapter in the Bible?
35. How many verses before Psalm 118?
36. How many verses after Psalm 1187
37. What is the centre chapter and verse in the Bible?
38. What D is another name for The Ten Commandments?
39. WhatY is the Hebrew name for God?
40. What is the last word in the Bible?
# # ! $ 1
4 4
# $ %
# -CD 4 C&% - E C*4 C&+/
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Flowers in the Sanctuary

As 2009 is rapidly disappearing | would, once
again, on behalf of the Flower Committee, like
to thank everyone who donated money for the
floral arrangements displayed in the Sanctuary
throughout the year.

Each Sunday, after the morning service, the

flowers are distributed, mainly to members of

our congregation. Some of the reasons for

choosing where the flowers go are ill health,
bereavement, celebration of special birthdays, births and of course the
elderly who are not always able to join in our worship. In all cases the
flowers are greatly appreciated.

Donations for arrangements are most often made by individuals or
families to commemorate special events that have great meaning to
them.

The new Flower calendar for 2010 is now on the wall in the Pillar Hall.
The Convenor for each month will be shown along with a contact
telephone number. If wished the Convenor will purchase and arrange
the flowers. The amount needed for an arrangement can vary
depending on whether any specific flowers are requested and the time
of year.

We'd love to have some NEW MEMBERS please think seriously
about coming forward and giving it a try. None of the Group had any
previous experience of flower arranging but we have all helped one
another and with God's help we present a display each week. If you
would like to speak to a member of the Group, you will always find
someone, usually dismantling the arrangement, at the front of the
church after the morning service, or contact Isobel Anderson (tel. 229
3600)

A big thank you also goes out to all conveners who have given of their

time to purchase and arrange the flowers each week and to all the
people who have delivered the flowers throughout the year.

20



Should anyone in the congregation feel that someone is in need
of our thoughts, please pass on the information to enable action
to be taken. Request slips are also provided and ¢ an be found by
the Flower Calendar in the Pillar Hall.

Isobel Anderson
On behalf of
The Flower Committee

Once again in displaying the wonders of
nature and the love of God we look forward to
your continued support throughout 2010.
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The first one has been done for you.
The Prophets Telling people, reminding people about God.

Gabriel: Looking after herself and the baby inside Ipeeparing for the
birth.

Mary : Looking after Mary and preparing for the birth.

Joseph Being born! And later announcing Jesus' speweaak.

John the Baptist Announcing the good news to Mary and the shejsher

L
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Friends International
Scottish Conference

A World of a Difference:
Reaching international students for Christ

January 16th, 2010, 10:30-5pm
at Barclay Viewforth Church of Scotland, Edinburgh

Keynote Speaker: Lindsay Brown (IFES, Lausanne Movement)
Cost: £10 (unwaged: £5) for advance booking, £12 (£6) on the day
A light lunch will be provided.

With seminars, resources, books, news of the international student
ministry across Scotland, etc

Seminars include:

Befriending and sharing your faith with Japanese students -

Yuki Williams (Japan Christian Link)

Building friendships and relating well with Muslim students - TBC
Sharing the Bible with your international friend - Matt Tindale (UCCF)
Befriending and sharing our faith with East Asians - Michael Gompertz
(Friends International)

Understanding Islam - Rick Oakes

International student cafes - Lindsey Capper (Friends International)

To book your place or for more information please ¢ ontact:

Sheila.Kendall@friendsinternational.org.uk,
01224 572 116
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