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 AUGUST 2010 
 

Sun 29 Morning Service 11.00 
  Quest/Next Clubs  
  resume   
  Gillespie Crescent  
  service 3.00 
  Evening Service 6.30 
Tues 31 Parents & Toddlers 
  10.00   
  Film Club (various 
  times) 
 
SEPTEMBER 2010 
 
Wed 1 Prayer Group 7.30 
Sat 4  Wedding of Daniel Gotts 
  and Sarah McKeag 
  Mission Shaped Ministry 
  course 
  Football 10.00 
 
Sun 5  Pancake Breakfast 10.00 
  Morning Service 11.00 
  Evening Service 6.30 
Mon 6 Pastoral Assistants Drop- 
  in 10.00 
  Fabric group 7.30 
Tues 7 Parents & Toddlers 
  10.00 
  Film Club (various 
  times) 
Wed 8 Prayer Group 7.30 
Sat 11  Football 10.00 
 
Sun 12 Morning Service 11.00 
 Evening Service 6.30 
Mon 13 Congregational Board 
 7.30 
 

 
 
 
Tues 14 Parents & Toddlers 
  10.00 
  Film Club (various 
  times) 
Wed 15 Prayer Group 7.30 
  Magazine deadline 
Sat 18  Football 10.00 
 
Sun 19 Morning Service 11.00 
 Evening Service 6.30 
Mon 20        Parents & Toddlers 
  10.00 
                     Film Club (various 
  times) 
Wed 22        Prayer Group 7.30 
Sat 25           Football 10.00 
  Student Hillwalk 10.30 
   
Sun 26 Morning Service 11.00 
  Gillespie Crescent  
  service 3.00 
 Evening Service 6.30 
Tues 28 Parents & Toddlers 
 10.00 
  Film Club (various 
  times) 
Wed 29 Prayer Group 7.30 
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“It’s all Go, again”     
Where did the summer go? No sooner has it come but 
its gone again. In July I bumped into a colleague who 

confessed that his get up and go had gotten up and gone! But 
hopefully it has returned in time for us to hear afresh the summons to 
“Go and make disciples……baptising them……teaching them….in the 
Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit”  Matthew 28v19,20. 
 
With regard to teaching, we welcome Adrian Lough to our 
congregation.   Adrian is a Probationer Candidate for the Church of 
Scotland ministry and has 
successfully completed his 
academic training at New College 
and comes to us as an Assistant 
Minister for 15 months.  He and 
his wife Fiona have a deep 
experience of mission at home 
and overseas in Africa where 
Adrian wrote and delivered a 
Course on HIV/AIDS within a  
Theological College before 
returning to Scotland to pursue a 
Call to Ministry. I look forward 
immensely to working with him 
and having them both in our 
congregation. 
 
Emerging Church updates will be found elsewhere in the Magazine 
and I look forward to the Mission Shaped Ministry Course beginning  
in September and delighted to have it centred in our Church and pray  
for Fiona Tweedie as she leads it.  We also continue developing as  
a Therapeutic Community,  building ministries of prayer and care 
alongside of partnerships with agencies, and hosting recovery  
groups, and groups from the Royal Edinburgh Hospital.   
 
On Sunday evenings I’m planning to offer what I’m calling the 
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Be a Max Course.  One envisaged therapeutic interface with 
people is the development of a Course that can be run beyond the 
sanctuary and can offer people seeking wholeness and healing an 
opportunity to explore their own humanity and experience the life 
enhancing, life changing grace of God.  Drawing upon the established 
Beta Course from the Psychology and Christianity Project at 
Cambridge University,  the Insititute of Pastoral Care and Counselling 
in Glasgow, our own Arts Ministry, and solid Scriptural teaching, this 
emerging Course excites me and I value your prayers and support in 
its delivery.    
With regard to prayer, I am excited by the prospect of seeing prayer 
ministry being offered after services in the near future. The 
congregation will be familiar with this from days gone by and it is, I 
think, a timely moment to bring it back. Emma Hall, who set up the 
Prayer Room, will be helping to develop it and I pray that people will 
be willing to share in it. The Prayer Room will in due course return but 
maybe not for 40 Days!  The Session will be asked at the next 
meeting to consider building more prayer around the quarterly 
Communions with the Prayer Room opened and available on the 
Friday and Saturday, recalling the Presbyterian memory of personal 
self examination and prayerful, spiritual preparation. 
 
October sees the Anniversary of the Halls Dedication and as part of 
our desire to be open to Halls Users I am planning a Dedicatory 
Service that will take the form of a re-imagined Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service in which we give thanks for all that God has given us, 
dedicating it to God’s Service.  Whilst that Service will be a morning 
one, there will follow an evening service for Football lovers! Though 
playing their hearts out every week in the League our football team 
could do with Divine help and a new strip to lift their spirits. October 10 
is earmarked for the dedication of the strip and an opportunity to 
celebrate our enjoyment of football and to share our faith.  
 
One of the joys of ministry is officiating at Weddings and Baptisms 
especially when there is no doubt of the sincerity with which the Vows 
are being taken and I wish Daniel Gotts and Sarah McKeag well for 
their Wedding (4 Sept) and continue to pray with delight for all the 
recent babies who have been born into our midst. I pray that we can 
provide a truly supportive and enriching environment for all our 
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 children and their parents. May God give Mums and Dads strength to 
fulfill their duties and the joy of seeing their children grow to follow 
Jesus as Lord and Saviour. So, in closing may I thank Elaine Coull 
and everyone involved in the Creche, Quest, Next and Nu Next,  for 
the Christian nurture they offer our children.  Welcome back all of you,  
and may you know Him with you as you get up and go, again! 
 
Warm regards and prayerful good wishes 
Sam 
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Students @ BV  
 

Welcome events this Autumn  
 

Hill walking the Pentlands  
Saturday morning 25 September  
a 3 hour hillwalk, starting 10.30am at the 
Flotterstone Inn  
(transport available from the church) 
 
Big Lunch  
Sunday 3 October  
Join everyone for a meal after the 11am service 
 
Saturday Brunch Cookery Class  
Saturday 2 October 11am  
for 4 weeks in the Church Centre kitchen  
Have fun learning tried and tested recipes, with food to taste and take 
away 
 
Laserquest and Pizza Evening  
Friday 15 October  
Get to know other students - full details in next month’s magazine 
 
Each week  
 
BV Student Group  
Meets for bible study/ discussions/ food on Sunday afternoons 
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The magazine would 
double in size if I were 
to include all of my 
memories of the trip to 
Peru but there follows 
some highlights and a 
few photos (for those 
who want to see more 
see my facebook page 
– I made a conscious 
effort to take more 

photos than normal as Elaine lost the charger for her camera!) 

On our arrival in Lima we were met by Catherine who was our guide 
for the trip (she had amazing Spanish for an 18 year old American 
student!) We visited the deaf school which SU Peru support – it is only 
this year that sign language was officially recognised as a language in 
Peru. 

The first centre we visited was Kusi where the houseparents were 
Rosa and Angel.  We were helping to build an extension to the school 
which would be used for special needs children.  Our work included 
stacking mud bricks (very heavy), making mud bricks (very messy) 
and digging trenches (hard work especially when very large rocks 
were encountered). 

But it wasn’t all hard work, we had great fun too, especially the time 
spent with the boys.  The world cup final was on when we were there 
so we watched that and then had a party at night which included some 
games of football and making our own football strips.  Special credit 
goes to Mairi Fraser and Bob Milne for their creations and to Andrew 
Stephenson for being the only person facepainted (as a tiger) for the 
whole evening (we had no time to do anyone else!) 

We also had a ceilidh night, tried some Peruvian dancing, and went 
out for pizza and ice cream one night (a real treat for the boys).  Food 
highlights included cumbermelons (real name pepinos), casinos 
(biscuits similar to custard creams but lots of different flavours) and 
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 cuy (guinea pig): congratulations to Mhairi who was lucky enough to 
get an eye! Yum. 

You’ll be aware of the injury that befell Elaine and meant she and Chris 
missed the visit to Ica.  Her transportation to the doctor’s was very 
biblical: being carried on a bed by the Peruvian workers all the way up 
the hill whilst holding an umbrella as a parasol.  Whilst this was 
obviously a trying time for Elaine and Chris the love of the boys was 
demonstrated when they all made the journey to say goodbye to her: I 
hear she was rendered speechless! 

The rest of the group travelled to Ica where we received the most 
wonderful welcome: the boys were literally hanging onto us and were 
very intrigued with Robin’s double-jointed thumbs.  We enjoyed t-shirt 
making with the boys, football (a mammoth game of about 3 hours) and 
some time in the swimming pool.  It was on the way to Ica that Matt 
was re-christened Tonton (for no logical reason). 

Our final night was spent in Kawai where there was more time for 
football and some dodgeball too. 

We were able to go to church whilst we were there and it was uplifting 
to be singing in Spanish: the church in Ica was very lively and 
appealed to me: a workout and worship in one! 

Overall the thing that will remain with me is the amazing work that the 
houseparents do with these boys: it is very humbling to see this and 
God’s presence is clear in these homes.  The boys’ lives have been 
transformed and it is great to see boys who may once have lived on the 
street and known nothing of God to now have a living faith. 

I would highly recommend the trip to 
others (and don’t worry about knowing 
any Spanish, just practise arm wrestling 
and magic tricks and you’ll be fine). 

 

Kirsteen 
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There have been a number of developments since the report in the 
last magazine. 
 
At the end of June we were delighted to receive Presbytery's 
agreement to the appointment of a mission facilitator.  This was to be 
a new, centrally-funded post for an individual working in the 
parish.  The agreement was the result of a lot of hard work, 
particularly by Fiona Tweedie who wrote the successful submission to 
the Deployment of Resources Committee. 
 
However, as we were moving to finalise the job description and 
advertise the post, it was announced that the Church of Scotland 
Ministries Council was putting an immediate stop on the appointment 
of Presbytery and Parish Workers.  This measure was implemented to 
ease pressure on the Council's current budget deficit. 
 
While this is disappointing, Session and Board are seeking funding 
alternatives. 
 

John Ritchie 
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At Barclay United three main events have 
occurred over the summer. The first was the 
squad's annual dinner and awards night in late 
June. This took place in the heart of the parish at 
the Cuckoo's Nest pub. Billy was the run away 

winner of the player of the year award for the second consecutive 
season while Ross Bowie received the young player of the year award 
in a much tighter four horse race. A few other slightly less 
prestigious awards were also picked up. 
  
Coinciding with the end of the football world cup the squad creaked 
back into pre season training. At the end of July a friendly took place 
with other league new boys, St Ninian's Corstorphine. The match, at 
Jack Kane Centre, proved a painful one with United going down 4:1 
after a torrid second half against the wind. Colin did however mark his 
first United goal in style from a through pass by man of the match, 
Daniel. 
  
And so to the main event, United's ESCFA league opener against last 
term's third place finishers, Ps and Gs Church. With the St Ninians 
defeat fresh in our minds and a crop of regular first choice players 
unavailable, expectations were modest. On a sloping Saughton pitch, 
badly in need of a cut, fans expectations were further downsized in the 
opening minutes when keeper, Geoff, was unable to clear a slowed 
down back pass from central defender, Scott. The ball was seized 
upon by the P's and G's striker and looped off the keeper's shin into 
the United net.  
  
Despite a nightmare start United roused and increasingly came into 
the match in midfield distributing balls to the wingers, Ross Beasley 
and Cammy. From Mark's long distance free kick Daniel's well struck 
volley found the net for an equaliser. P's and G's subsequently failed 
to capitalise on some United defensive wobbles and the sides went off 
level at halftime. Andrew Paterson was replaced at centre half by 
debutant, Danny. 
  
Amid a fine free-flowing second half Daniel struck twice more for 
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 United and could count himself unfortunate not to secure at least one 
more. A further goal may have been decisive in United's favour but it 
was not to be and despite holding a 3:2 advantage with only 10 
minutes to go P's and G's ultimately prevailed 4:3. A hat trick and 
another fans' Man of the Match chocolate bar couldn't lift a 
crestfallen Daniel or anyone else associated with United. It was 
however a very good performance. 
  
Next up in the league are St Columba's Blackhall at 
South Gyle. We then have a home game against 
Niddrie Community Church on 28th August (venue 
yet to be confirmed) followed by an intimidating 
away game at defending champions, Morningside 
United in Dalkeith on 4th September. Practice and training is every 
Tuesday evening at 6.30pm on the Meadows (we meet at the green 
huts off Jawbone Walk). This is likely to be the training venue until at 
least the end of September when shorter days require floodlights. As 
ever all are most welcome on Tuesday evenings. 
  
If you have any football related questions or suggestions please don't 
hesitate to speak to me. 
  

Andrew Stephenson 
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 Sniffer&Co 
 
Well, after months of preparations the 
Sniffer&Co Holiday Club has come and gone 
leaving in its wake a heap of excited children, 
contented parents and exhausted leaders! 
 
We had 77 children through the doors over 
the course of the week – and it was great to 
watch their enthusiasm and eager 

participation in all the crazy activities, and listen to the silence as they 
watch the dramatic storytelling sharing the life of Jesus. 
 
Parents, too, were very appreciative of the Holiday Club and enjoyed 
the little bit of free time it gave them – several took time to relax in our 
Coffee Lounge with a cup of coffee, some homebaking and time to 
read the newspaper. 
 
 About 30 leaders helped out over the week spending hours cutting 
out bits of card and them pondering how to put them all back together 
again to create yet another piece of vital spy equipment. 
 
A busy but extremely satisfying week. 
  
So many people then who helped and who therefore deserve our 
thanks. 
Thanks to... 
...Elaine Hogan  – who spent hours on administration tasks – 
registering children, making up the groups, creating registration cards 
and so much more and then, during the club itself, took on the role of 
Master of Ceremonies – Chief Spy. Special thanks this year for her 
willingness to carry on through the pain barrier after her leg injury 
sustained in Peru. 
...John Ritchie and Gordon Blackadder  – who took on the roles of 
Sniffer and Bungler,the main Spy characters and who were such a 
large part of the daily programme 
...all the Superspies (leaders) who worked with their spyrings and 
built up relationships with the children guiding them through all the 
games and competitions and taking part in dramas and keep fit 

16 



 

 sessions! 
...Juliet Conway  who created, planned and organised the most 
amazing crafts for each afternoon – which the children just loved! 
...Elaine Coull  who organised the games on the Links each day along 
with her team of helpers 
...Lesley Anderson  who prepared and cooked hundreds of Hot Dogs 
for  Sniffer’s Sausage Sizzle – what a feast! 
...Katharine Ellis  who deals with all the finances and buys the sweets 
for the Tuck Shop – very important!!! 
... Janet Darling  and her team of ladies who prepared lunch for the 
team and coffee and cake for the end of the day – what would we do 
without you! 
...the team of ladies  who took the idea of an Afternoon Coffee 
Lounge and made it a reality 
...everyone  who baked cakes or made soup or put an item into our 
box in the Pillar Hall or donated money 
...all those  who remembered the work of the Holiday Club in their 
prayers  over the course of the week 
 
To all of you we want to say a huge THANK YOU – we couldn’t have 
done it without your contribution. 

"Sound Bites"  
Comments from the Team written on the board during the week 
"I have really enjoyed working with such a talented bunch of leaders" 
"The soap was really clever" 
"I think the only people who had more fun than the kids were the 
leaders" 
"Amazing Crafts" (a sleepy spy) 
The games are awesome & the crafts are so brilliant. The leaders and 
the kids are both adorable" 
"Good for the soul, bad for the waistline" (all the lovely homebaking!) 
"Everything was the best bit" 
 
From Parents/children 
"They've had a great week" 
"I hate my normal holiday club but I like this one" (a stripy spy) 
"The crafts are amazing" 
"He has been talking about holiday club pretty much non-stop since 
last year's" 
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