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 MARCH DIARY 
 
Mon 1  Staff meeting 10.00 
Tues 2  Parents & Toddlers 10.00 
  Afternoon Fellowship 2.00 
  Film Club (various times) 
Wed 3  Prayer Group (Lent Prayer 
  at All  Nations) 7.30 
Thurs  4 ALPHA Course wk 6 
  Choir Practice 7.30 
Sat 6  Football League Match 
  10.00 
 
Sun 7  Pancake Breakfast 10.00 
  Morning Service 11.00 
  Evening Service 6.30 
Mon 8  Staff meeting 10.00 
  Fabric Group 7.30 
Tues 9  Parents & Toddlers 10.00 
  Film Club (various times) 
Wed 10 Prayer Group 7.30 
Thurs 11 ALPHA Course wk 7 
  Choir Practice 7.30 
Sat 13  Football 10.00 
 
Sun 14 Morning Service &  
  Baptism 11.00 
  Evening Service 6.30 
Mon 15 Staff meeting 10.00 
Tues 16 Parents & Toddlers 10.00 
  Film Club (various times) 
Wed 17 Prayer Group (Lent Prayer 
  at Liberton Kirk) 7.30 
  Magazine deadline 
Thurs 18 ALPHA Course wk 8 
  Choir Practice 7.30 
Fri 19  Quiz for Peru 7.30 
  Revelation Rock Gospel 
  Choir 
Sat 20  Football League Match 
  10.00 
  Revelation Rock Gospel 
  Choir 
 

Sun 21 Morning Service 11.00 
  Evening Service 6.30 
Mon 22 Staff meeting 10.00 
Tues 23 Parents & Toddlers 10.00 
  Film Club (various times) 
Wed 24 Annual Business Meeting 
  for BV Congregation 7.30 
Thurs 25 Choir Practice 7.30 
Fri 26  Magazine assembly 2.00 
Sat 27  Football 10.00 
  Peru Team meeting 11.00 
Sun 28 Communion Service  & 
  Admission of new  
  members 11.00 
  Pastoral Tea 3.00 
  Evening Service 6.30 
Mon 29 Staff meeting 10.00 
Tues 30 Parents & Toddlers 10.00 
  Afternoon Fellowship 2.00 
  Film Club (various times) 
Wed 31 Praise & Prayer 7.30 
 
APRIL 
 
Fri 2  Good Friday service 7.00 
Sat 3  Easter Play 
Sun 4  Easter Sunday 
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Advance Notice of Dates and Times of the  
Barclay Viewforth Easter Services 

  
Sunday 28 March 
Palm Sunday & Communion services 11.00; 6.30 (please remember 
to put your clocks forward one hour) 
Friday 2 April 
Good Friday service & Communion 7.00 
Sunday 4 April - Easter Sunday  
Easter Morning on Blackford Hill. 
Join us at the top at 8.30am for a short service, returning to the 
church for breakfast before the 'main event' 
Easter Celebration 11.00 - something for all the family 
6.30 at St Catherine's Argyle Church for a special joint celebration. 
  
Easter cards for delivery to all the parish will be available on Sunday 
21 March. Although the Scouts and Beavers will undertake to deliver 
to most of the homes in the parish we hope that you will be able to 
volunteer to deliver the others. More information from John Ritchie. 
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Barclay Viewforth Congregational Board 
 
As the Stated Annual meeting will be held on Wed 24th March I 
thought it a good time to write a bit about what The Congregational 
Board does. 
 
The Board is made up of 15 Elders chosen by Session along with 15 
members of the Congregation who are not Elders. The role of the 
Board is to be ‘responsible for the financial and other temporal affairs 
of the Congregation’. 
 
This is a practical role which includes managing the finances (working 
with the Treasurer to plan how best to use the finances we have, to do 
God’s work), maintenance and development of the fabric of the 
Church properties (currently 2 Church and Halls buildings and 5 other 
properties), and the management of the Halls (although the day to day 
work is carried out by the Halls Manager we are involved in liaising 
with her and discussing issues of concern). 
 
The Board meets every second month from September to May on a 
Monday evening as well as occasional other meetings as necessary. 
There are 3 subgroups, Finance, Fabric and Halls Management.  
Everyone is encouraged to contribute to one of these groups which 
feedback to the whole Board. 
 
As well as these duties members of the Board along with Kirk Session 
members are responsible for welcoming people as they arrive for  
services and counting the offering after the service. The welcoming 
role is particularly important to ensure any newcomers are noticed and 
everyone is made to feel part of the Congregation. There is a rota for 
this and each team has a convener. 
 
The duties of the board are varied and integral to the Congregational 
life, working together we can be good stewards of the resources we 
have been given to manage. 
 
We need new Congregational members of the Board each year; 
please consider if this is a role that you could serve God in. Nomina-
tion forms will be available from 28th Feb or if you are interested in 
finding out more then please speak to Sam Torrens or Katharine Ellis. 
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Whether you are interested in joining the Board or not we hope as 
many people as possible will attend the Annual Meeting which will be 
followed by Wine and Cheese and a chance to chat. 

Katharine Ellis 
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YOU CAN HELP 
��� �� �� � Construction Crew: The leader is offering an extreme 
construction experience! Be sure not to miss out if this is your bag. He 
is appealing for strong, active volunteers to put up and take down  
Pilate’s Palace, the Cross, etc. Can you spare a few hours on Good  
Friday or Easter Saturday to do a two-three hour shift? Three shifts on 
Friday: 7.30 am - 10.30 am; 10.30 am - 12.30 pm; and 4.00 - 6.00 pm. 
Two on Saturday: an early one from 8.00 - 10.30 am; and a late one 
from 4.00 – 8.00 pm. He is also looking for help on Thursday 1st 
April, 3.00 - 6.00 pm, loading vans at the Easter Play storage site in 
Loanhead and on Thursday 8th April, 7.00 - 9.00 pm taking down the 
Cross and transporting it back to Loanhead. Get in touch with Robert: 
tel: 07771 828 811; e-mail Bob@robertgardiner.wanadoo.co.uk 

��� �� �� � Stage Crew: The stage manager is looking for a team  
of volunteers to help with moving props from one scene to the next, 
making sure each scene is ready before the actors arrive, generally act-
ing as “gofers”. A front-line job, right in the thick of it. Dress rehearsal 
on Friday and two performances of the play on Saturday. Let me know 
if you are interested. (contact details at end). 

 ��� �� �� � Sound Crew: the Warehouse Sound Company who looks 
after the sound system needs some volunteers. If you are fit and active, 
able to lift a certain amount of weight and have a basic understanding 
of sound matters, this is for you. People needed on Friday and  
Saturday for setting up and dismantling – even for a few hours. Let me 
know if you are interested.   

��� �� �� � Members of the Cast: there is still time to get a non-
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 speaking (but dressed-up and in character) part. No-one turned away, all 
ages welcome. Rehearsals: Wednesday evenings at St John’s Church 
(west end Princes St, side door) at 7.00 pm. Just turn up. 

��� �� �� � Marshals: people needed to ensure crowd movement and 
safety, look after lost children, direct latecomers, welcome visitors,  
look after disabled and elderly participants, etc. Crucial role.  All  
marshals must attend one two-hour training session in March (there are 
three sessions to choose from, two evening ones and a Saturday one). 
Let me know if you are willing to do either the morning or afternoon 
performance on Sat (or both). 

��� �� �� � And don’t forget to Pray for: everyone involved in the 
art exhibition; everyone involved in The Play; everyone who comes to 
see either or both of these – that they will be freshly touched by the real 
message of Easter; for good weather; and, most of all, for God to be 
glorified and Jesus Christ to be honoured in our capital city. 
 

any volunteers for stage/sound crews or marshals just 
pass to me:  frances.young@easterplay.org 

�����������	�
����

 

7 

�������������
�

"Spring into Spring" 
 
 

 
Pancake Breakfast on 7 March at 10.00 in the halls.  

Parents and children associated with Creche, Quest ,Junior 
Quest and Next are all welcome.  Please let Elaine Coull know 

numbers for catering.. 
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Our editor is ever keen to persuade members to write 
about themselves in these hallowed pages, and so 
the recent union has given her an opportunity to 
widen her net! 
 

With schooldays hobbies of electronics and amateur radio, it wasn’t 
too surprising that I studied electronic engineering and computing  
at Heriot-Watt University, still in the Grassmarket in those days.  Since 
then I’ve worked for a number of companies developing computer  
systems for a variety of environments, including gas and oil  
production, training systems for air force pilots, steel making, energy 
management, computer networking, requirements management and 
artificial speech.  A few years ago I changed direction slightly and now 
head the IT department at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, 
where we look after the varied computing and information services 
needs of several hundred people including scientific and horticultural 
staff, students and volunteers. 
 
I’m married to Gladys, a primary teacher in Musselburgh, and we have 
two daughters.  Jenny is a doctor working in the Lothians and Fife 
(and who runs a Guide company with Lindsey Anderson, another link 
with Barclay) and Heather is a law student in Aberdeen.  They’re also 
all into music in some shape or form. 
 
I probably took after my mother (Moira) in terms of getting involved 
with things at Viewforth Church.  Having been connected with many 
organisations there since before I went to school, I became more  
involved at the time of the vacancy there in 1973, joined the  
Congregational Board a few years later, subsequently the Kirk  
Session, and have been associated with various committees and 
other groups.  I was also one of the organisers of the Viewforth  
Centre, where for many years we ran the halls complex as a theatre 
venue during the Festival Fringe.  I also recall measuring up Barclay 
Church in the late 1970s to produce plans for one of our American 
companies to mount a show in the Barclay Sanctuary. 
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Going back five or six years, I was one of the working party which 
brought Barclay and Viewforth Churches together as a Parish  
Grouping.  From there I was one of the Viewforth observers on the 
Nominating Committee which selected Sam as minister, and more  
recently on the working group discussing the details of the Union.   
Having worked with so many Barclay folk over the past few years I’ve 
certainly found the transition easier, but tribute must be paid to all those 
who have worked to make the Union successful. 
 
Outside church work one of my main interests over the years has been 
in theatre, and in particular stage lighting and sound.  I have worked in 
theatres around the country, including Church Hill Theatre, Queen’s 
Hall and the Usher Hall in Edinburgh.  On leaving school (where I was a 
member of the ‘Sound Crew’) my first ‘real’ work was as the sound en-
gineer in an Edinburgh Festival production entitled ‘Bible One’ at  
Haymarket Ice Rink, converted into a giant theatre in the round.   
Performed by the Young Vic (part of the National Theatre from London) 
and directed by Frank Dunlop, the second part of this sell-out show 
comprised a little-known musical piece which then went on to become 
more familiar to theatre audiences – Joseph and the Amazing  
Technicolor Dreamcoat.  The rest, as they say, is history. 
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The above day conference was organised under the auspices of the 
Mission and Discipleship Council of the Church of Scotland by the 
group “Why Believe?”.  This interdenominational apologetics group 
seeks to present credible Christianity in a society where increasingly 
aggressive voices of atheist and secularist are raised. 
 
The welcome at Church House was warm, with a plentiful supply of 
hot coffee and home made scones.  Not long before it was time to get 
down to business, however.   
 
The first speaker, Professor Thomas Torrance, is a Senior Lecturer in 
Economics, with research interests in related moral and social philoso-
phy.  Covering moral philosophers from David Hume to more recent 
thinkers such as Alan Turing and Sir John Eccles, he sought to refute 
the theory of determinism; he defined a “person” as one in possession 
of free will, able to decide what is rational or moral and make genuine 
choices.  His scholarly lecture provided much to think about. 
 
Next came Dr Elaine Storkey, a respected theologian and sociologist. 
She illustrated her talk with amusing cartoons, providing us with a few 
chuckles amidst the serious discussion of the post modern idea of self 
("no design, no designer").  She took the biblical view of what makes 
us human – someone in relationship (to mother, family, friends and 
with God).  She saw no dichotomy between soul and body, and like 
Professor Torrance viewed the person as a moral agent with moral 
judgement and spiritual accountability, relational and with a need for 
intimacy. 
 
An informal discussion time in small groups followed, as people  
relaxed and became more vocal together.  After lunch, the third 
speaker took the floor.  John Wyatt is Professor of Perinatology at  
Imperial College, London.  He preferred to deal with the question, 
“WHEN is a person”, looking at both ends of life; he saw a circle from 
dependency through being depended upon and back to dependency.  
Speaking movingly of his own mother’s death from Alzheimer’s  
disease, he affirmed the value of life even in such circumstances, and 
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 likewise took a strong position on the value of one cell at the beginning 
of its journey into life. 
 
Following workshops on such issues as Ethics and Genetics and the 
opportunity to replace and transplant organs to prolong and improve 
life, there was a final question and answer session where many varying 
views on these topics were expressed. 
 
I came away from this satisfying day with a very tired brain; also with 
three publications for further thought – the Church of Scotland’s view 
on voluntary euthanasia; John Stott’s final book, “The Radical Disciple” 
and Professor Wyatt’s “Matters of Life and Death”.  I can feel a book 
review coming on… 
 
A DVD of the three main lectures from this conference will shortly be 
available for housegroups.                                                     Elaine R 
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Those of you who have read “The Turbulent Tale of Barclay Organ” 
will have realised that this is an organ which refuses to lie down, and 
which always seems to relish a new challenge.  Well, she’s at it 
again, and this time in the form of a charity organ recital in June, in 
aid of the Vine Trust.  In a similar event two years ago the old “kist of 
whistles” raised about £1,000 in aid of the Peru Project, and a great 
time was had by all in the process. 
 
In the forthcoming recital, on Thursday 10 June, Dennis hopes to 
produce an equally interesting range of organ music, complete with 
on-screen graphics to add a visual dimension.  With tickets costing 
£5 and with the integrity of the charitable cause self evident, we 
hope that you and as many chums as you can muster will come 
along and support this event.  Our organ has a great reputation as  
a money raiser for good causes.  With your help she will go on to 
enhance that reputation. 
 
Remember:  Thursday 10 June.  Pop it in your diary now, and start 
spreading the word.                                                            
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Thanks to all those who undertook the Christian Aid Forth Bridge 
Cross in 2009. In total a sum of £38,164 was raised.    
 
This year the bridge cross will take place on Saturday 24 April 2010.  
Funds are always needed, and a sign-up list will be posted on the table 
in the Pillar Hall for those who are willing to participate in this walk. 
Usually it is a pleasant outing in beautiful surroundings, as well as a 
great opportunity to support a worthwhile cause. 
 
There is the added incentive of a chance to win the Andy McKean cup, 
to be won by the person completing the most number of crossings. 
 
Thank you. 

Elaine Dove 



 

  
 
 

 
 
Appeal for the Sacred Valley Boys Home.  
 
During January you may have heard a snippet on a news programme 
about tourists having to be airlifted from Machu Picchu due to flooding 
and landslides. What we didn't realise then was the devastating effect 
that this would have on those known to us further down the valley. 
  
For the last two years teams have gone out from Barclay/Viewforth to 
Peru to work as part of a Vine Trust workparty. There they have 
helped to build new homes for the many boys living on the streets. 
The Sacred Valley boys' home, near Urubamba, is one of the places 
where our hand-made adobe bricks have been put to use and it was 
great to see the progress with the building work when we were back 
there last summer.  
  
Sadly I now have to report that the boys' home is no more, having 
been washed away by the floods. There is basically nothing left of the 
building. The good news is that for months and months Hector (the 
house father for Cusco) has been saving money from his budget  
because he really felt like God had placed on his heart to take all of 
the 42 boys plus more volunteers and staff workers on holiday to one 
of the other campsites just south of Lima on the Pacific Ocean. Most 
of the children had never seen the ocean before, and Hector really 
wanted them to see it. The holiday was originally planned for the first 
two weeks of January, but at the last minute a situation came up 
which forced them to change it to the last two weeks of January. 
God's timing is impeccable.... as, while they were away, the water  
arrived at the home in a flash flood in the middle of the night and  
almost immediately covered over the bottom level of all of the boys' 
bunk beds. Eventually it rose to the top level of the bunk beds too. The 
building is made out of the traditional mud adobe bricks, and it has 
now been washed away. I can't imagine the tragedy that would have 
happened had the boys not been on holiday.  
 
The boys are still at Kawai (near Lima) but will move soon to rented 
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 temporary accommodation back in the Sacred Valley. It is hoped that 
construction of a new home will be possible in the next 12 months  
provided a new site can be identified soon.  
  
What can we do to help? 
There are immediate needs as most of the belongings from the home 
have been damaged or lost. Therefore the Vine Trust are launching an 
appeal to replace lost clothing and equipment and to assist with the 
eventual replacing of the home.  
  
To make a donation for this purpose please follow the links on the Vine 
Trust donations page on the website www.vinetrust.org and choose the 
'Sacred Valley Appeal' option.  
  
Please continue to pray for all the boys, the house-parents and staff of 
SU Peru as they deal with day to day things as well as planning for the 
future. 
  
A video clip of the devastation can also be seen on the Vine Trust web 
page. 
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WANTED  

all types of unwanted textiles includ-
ing adults' and children’s clothes, 
paired shoes, hats, bags, belts,  
curtains, towels and bed linen. 
 
WHY? 
Your old or unwanted things can help 
raise money for the street children in Peru. 
 
HOW?  Bring your things along to the Pillar Hall at Barclay  
Viewforth Church on Sundays 7th or 14th March (please don’t 
bring anything along before then as we will have a storage problem). 
The Peru Team will then put all the items together in special ‘Rag 
Bags’, which will then be collected and weighed. The Vine Trust will 
then receive a cheque based on the weight of the bags. 
 
What Happens to the Textiles? 
Textiles are sorted into about 40 different types, graded according to 
quality and then baled at the factory in Denny, Central Scotland for 
reuse or recycling. Good quality textiles are exported to parts of  
Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe, providing good quality affordable 
second hand clothing. Poor quality textiles are shredded and used as 
mattress fillers and industrial wiping cloths e.g. for oil and printing 
industries. 
 

If you require more information please speak to Mhairi 
Anderson or Elaine Hogan. 

It is important that you remember to pair shoes by tying the 
laces together, or pair shoes with an elastic band. We take all 

qualities of textiles, even ripped 
or with buttons missing!!! 
Help us to help others. 
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United's recent "Consolation Cup" first round 
match commenced in mirror image opposites of 
fortune on and off the field. 
  
Inside the opening minute against Ps and Gs, a Daniel Gallagher 
through pass was glided onto by Billy Somerville who from the edge of 
the penalty area duly converted to record United's fastest ever goal. 
Half an hour earlier the players had been sitting in the changing room 
wondering if they would be playing in half a dozen green practice bibs! 
This followed a mix up with the team shirts having been left in an  
absent player's car. 
  
Fortunately the fans came to the rescue in the form of last season's 
supporter of the year, Elaine Hogan, who swiftly arranged for us to  
borrow away jerseys from Lepra, andother church team present on the 
morning at Dalkeith Community School playing fields. Clad in un-
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The next meeting of the Afternoon Fellowship will take place on  
Tuesday 2 March at 2pm in the Pillar Hall. 
 
There will be a time of fellowship, chat, coffee and a special guest 
speaker. Please join us if you can. 
  
The April meeting will be brought forward to Tuesday 30 March at 
2pm in the Pillar Hall . This will allow the Fellowship to enjoy a special 
Bible study during Holy Week. 
  
Summer Outing 
 
Over the last few years the group have enjoyed trips to St Andrews, 
afternoon tea on a canal boat trip and a visit to the Royal Yacht  
Britannia. If you have any suggestions for the trip this June please 
speak to Elaine Hogan. 
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familiar white, a less than fully fit United eleven therefore hobbled onto 
the knobbly frozen pitch in bright mid January sunshine. After some 
conferring by the team captains with referee Campbell Duncan,      
unmissable in resplendent orange, the game was given the go ahead. 
  
United held onto their 1:0 lead until mid way through the first half 
when a firmly struck pass from a Ps and G's midfielder found its way 
though United's defence and past unsighted keeper Geoff Hunter into 
the net. Some further misfortune followed on the stroke of half time 
when a high lob which appeared to be on its way safely over the goal - 
line landed on top of Geoff's cross bar and deflected perfectly for a Ps 
and Gs striker to bundle the ball home from close range. 
  
In the second half United faded despite moving to a more attacking 
4:4:2 formation and two further goals were added by our opponents to 
make the final score a deserved 4:1 win for Ps and Gs. William was 
United's fans' man of the match for a combative display on the left 
side of midfield. 
  
United's ESCFA League Cup campaign commences on Saturday 6th 
March against Wester Hailes Baptists. Encounters against current 
ESCFA league leaders, Morningside United and Elim Rocks follow 
on Saturdays 20th and 27th March. Meantime we'll have an additional 
friendly against Wester Hailes Baptists on Saturday 20th February, 
scheduled for South Gyle playing fields at 10am. 
  
As ever supporters are very welcome at matches as are participants 
for regular practice matches. Additional Tuesday evening training 
and practice are planned to commence in March with a venue yet to 
be confirmed. Any football related questions or suggestions please 
don't hesitate to speak to Andrew Paterson or my-
self. 
  
  
Andrew Stephenson 
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